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This article is a partial update to Jocelyn Hendrickson’s “A Guide to 
Arabic Manuscript Libraries in Morocco, with Notes on Tunisia, 
Algeria, Egypt, and Spain,” published in the 2008 issue of MELA 

Notes.
1
 The present update is meant to append rather than to replace 

the Guide.
 
In the past five years, a substantial number of new 

manuscript catalogues have been published, and a few Moroccan 
libraries have undergone notable changes. These developments will 
be reviewed below, based on information gathered in Morocco 
through June 2013.

2
 The standard disclaimer that appears in travel 

guides is no less relevant here; researchers should be aware that 
libraries may experience closures or policy changes at any time. 
Making prior contact to ensure access is recommended. 
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The Moroccan National Library, Rabat 
Al-Maktabah al-Waṭanīyah lil-Mamlakah al-Maghribīyah 

La Bibliothèque Nationale du Royaume du Maroc 
 

The National Library’s state-of-the-art facilities on Avenue Ibn 
Khaldoun, new as of the Guide’s initial publication, are now fully 
functional with a restaurant, popular open-air café, and a tram stop 
directly in front of the library. Morocco’s first National Archives 
have now been inaugurated in the space on Avenue Ibn Battouta 
formerly occupied by the manuscript reading room, and “La Source,” 
a private library opened in Rabat’s Ḥasan neighborhood in the early 
1980s, has now moved into the National Library’s Annex adjacent to 
the Archives. 
 
Website, Hours, and Access 

The Library’s website (www.bnrm.ma), in French and Arabic, is the 
best source of information for current hours, access requirements, 
and contact information. The room containing microfilm readers and 
a service desk for manuscript catalogue and microfilm requests is 
called the espace chercheurs or faḍāʾ al-baḥth and is located on the 
right at the far end of the Library’s main entrance hallway. Note that 
the hours for manuscript requests are much shorter than the Library’s 
opening hours. At the time of writing, new library cards or renewals 
could only be requested M–F before noon. Cards require a day to a 
week for processing, are valid for one year, and cost 50 DH (general 
public), 100 DH (graduate students), or 150 DH (professors). 
Visitors may also obtain a free one-day pass. 
The website’s “Digital Library” now features a growing number 

of digitized manuscripts and lithographs as well as downloadable pdf 
copies of all nine manuscript catalogues produced to date, including 
the two new ones discussed below.  
The National Library’s online catalogue now includes most, but 

not all, of its manuscript holdings. Searches for Arabic materials 
must be conducted through the catalogue’s Arabic interface as the 
French and Arabic databases remain distinct. 
 
Catalogues 

The National Library has published the eighth and ninth volumes of 
its catalogue series, covering fully the two collections formerly 
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owned by Muḥammad b. al-Ḥasan al-Ḥajwī and Muḥammad b. 
Muḥammad b. Jaʿfar al-Kattānī: 
 
8. Fihris al-makhṭūṭāt al-ʿArabīyah al-maḥfūẓah bi-al-Maktabah 

al-Waṭanīyah lil-Mamlakah al-Maghribīyah: al-mujallad al-
thāmin, majmūʿat Muḥammad b. al-Ḥasan al-Ḥajwī (raṣīd ḥarf 

al-Ḥā’). [Rabat]: Al-Maktabah al-Waṭanīyah lil-Mamlakah al-
Maghribīyah, 2009. 537 pp. This volume covers the former 
library of Muḥammad b. al-Ḥasan al-Ḥajwī (1874–1956), a 
prominent Moroccan intellectual who held a number of 
government posts, including Minister of Education, under the 
French protectorate. Al-Ḥajwī’s collection, represented by the 
letter Ḥā’ in the card catalogue, includes a substantial number of 
his own writings, including finished works, drafts, lectures, and 
notes in such fields as Islamic law, history, education, travel, 
literature, and economics. The catalogue has 545 entries, with 
individual entries for each title contained within a “group” and 
for each copy of the same title held by the library. Entries are 
arranged alphabetically within 37 subject areas. The collection is 
especially strong in Islamic law, history, and biography. The 
catalogue concludes with author, title, and copyist indices, and a 
reference bibliography. This volume can be purchased or 
consulted at the National Library and is available in international 
libraries.  

 
9. Fihris al-makhṭūṭāt al-ʿArabīyah al-maḥfūẓah bi-al-Maktabah 

al-Waṭanīyah lil-Mamlakah al-Maghribīyah: al-mujallad al-
tāsiʿ, majmūʿat Muḥammad b. Jaʿfar al-Kattānī (raṣīd ḥarf Jīm 

Kāf). [Rabat]: Al-Maktabah al-Waṭanīyah lil-Mamlakah al-
Maghribīyah, 2010. 562 pp. This volume covers the library of 
Muḥammad b. Muḥammad b. Jaʿfar al-Kattānī (1857/8–1927), a 
Moroccan scholar and Sufi best known for his monumental 
biography of religious scholars and pious figures associated with 
Fez, Salwat al-anfās wa-muḥādathat al-akyās bi-man uqbira min 

al-ʿulamāʾ wa-al-ṣulaḥā’ bi-Fās. Al-Kattānī’s descendants 
donated this collection to the National Library in 1996, where it 
has been represented in the card catalogue with the letters Jīm 
Kāf. This catalogue includes 477 entries organized alphabetically 
in 32 subject areas, followed by an author index only. The 
collection, including 378 unique titles in 207 manuscript 



MELA Notes 86 (2013) 

 

4 

 

volumes, is especially strong in the areas of Ḥadīth, law, and 
Sufism. This volume is not available in international libraries but 
is accessible through the National Library’s website. 

 
The Library staff is currently preparing a catalogue of the Glāwī 

collection, represented by the letter Jīm in the card catalogue. 
Although the Dāl and Kāf collections remain partially catalogued, 
the Library’s focus is now shifting toward thematic catalogues, 
rather than catalogues covering entire collections by source of 
acquisition. The first thematic catalogue, currently in preparation, 
will be devoted to copies of the Qurʾān. Subsequent volumes devoted 
to each standard subject area will include all relevant manuscripts in 
the Library’s holdings, regardless of source. 

The card catalogues are no longer present in the manuscript 
reading room, but are available in a hallway accessed through two 
large doors near the room’s front desk. While the cards have been 
replaced to a large extent by the printed catalogues and online 
database, it may still be worthwhile to look through the cards for Dāl 
(partially catalogued), Kāf (partially catalogued), Jīm (not yet 
catalogued at time of writing), Ḥāʾ Mīm (Ḥamzāwīyah), and 
Muṣawwarah (“Copied"). These last two collections represent 
manuscripts available on microfilm only; the Library does not hold 
the originals and has no plans to produce printed catalogues for 
them. The Ministry of Islamic Affairs has now produced a new 
catalogue covering the original manuscripts of the Ḥamzāwīyah 
Zāwiyah in Rāshīdīyah, as noted below.  

The National Library has now acquired microfilm copies of 
many of the Arabic manuscripts held by the library of the Royal 
Monastery of San Lorenzo de El Escorial in Spain. According to 
manuscript division head and cataloguer Dr. Nozha Ben Saadoun, 
these microfilmed manuscripts represent the portion of the El 
Escorial collection acquired by Spain in the early seventeenth 
century when a ship carrying the royal library of Saʿdī Sultan 
Mawlāy Zaydān (r. 1603–27) was intercepted by Spanish vessels. A 
528-page list of the El Escorial’s Arabic manuscript holdings can be 
found on the National Library’s website, in pdf format alongside the 
Digital Library’s other manuscript catalogues. The list is in French 
and Arabic transliteration, includes nearly 2000 titles, and does not 
indicate which titles have been copied for the National Library. 
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Also available on the Digital Library’s manuscript catalogues 
page is the Dalīl Jāʾizat al-Ḥasan al-Thānī lil-makhṭūṭāt, a 452-page 
document published in 2012 by the Ministry of Culture following the 
2011 competition for the Ḥasan II Prize awarded annually for the 
most important privately-held manuscripts and historical documents 
in the country. The Dalīl includes information regarding the 
establishment and history of the prize, a list of manuscripts 
considered for the 2011 prize, the prize winners, and a few academic 
essays. The National Library holds microfilm copies of the winning 
manuscripts. 
 
Preservation, Viewing, and Reproduction 
At the time of writing, researchers could view microfilm copies of 
manuscripts held by the National Library using machines on the 
ground floor of the reading room. Once library staff has digitized 
most of the manuscript holdings, researchers will be able to view 
full-color digitized versions of the texts on computer terminals. At a 
conference in June 2013, Director Driss Khrouz expressed hopes that 
all of the National Library’s manuscripts will be restored and 
digitized by 2016. 

Many of the manuscripts are already digitized, and researchers 
may request reproductions on compact disks or on paper for 
approximately 2 DH per page. Requests for reproduction are limited 
initially to two manuscripts. Additional requests require significant 
justification and permission from the head of the manuscript 
division. 
 

The Ḥasanīyah Library, Rabat 
Al-Khizānah al-Ḥasanīyah (Al-Maktabah al-Malakīyah) 
La Bibliothèque Ḥasanīya (La Bibliothèque Royale) 

 
As of June 2013, the reading room at the Ḥasanīyah was closed, but 
a temporary reading room in the same building (see the Guide for 
directions) was set to open shortly. A new facility for researchers is 
to be constructed nearby. Applications for membership cards now 
require a photocopy of a university ID and the passport page 
indicating your most recent date of entry to Morocco, in addition to 
the documents noted in the Guide. As always, researchers should 
bring their actual passports with them when entering the royal palace 
grounds to visit the Ḥasanīyah. As fewer French speakers now staff 
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the reading room, researchers may need to communicate in Arabic 
only.  
 
Catalogues 
The cards for uncatalogued manuscripts are no longer available, and 
have been replaced by a General Index: 
 
ʿAmmūr, ʿUmar. Kashshāf al-kutub al-makhṭūṭah bi-al-

Khizānah al-Ḥasanīyah. Introduction by Aḥmad Shawqī Binbīn. 
Marrakesh: Al-Maṭbaʿah wa-al-Wirāqah al-Waṭanīyah, 2007. 
484 pp. This General Index is a simple list of the library’s 
manuscript holdings, arranged alphabetically by title. Entries 
include only the title, author’s name if known, and the 
manuscript number. If the library holds multiple copies of the 
same title, these numbers are listed together. Entries do not 
include authors’ death dates, length of the manuscripts, or the 
position of a title within “groups” (majāmīʿ, manuscript volumes 
in which many shorter texts have been bound together), nor is 
there an author index or an indication of the subject catalogue in 
which a given title might be found. The advantage of this Index 
is its comprehensive coverage of the Ḥasanīyah’s holdings, 
especially when so many manuscripts remain uncatalogued in 
any printed or online source. The library’s series of catalogues 
by subject area offer far more detail for each title and should be 
used in conjunction with this Index. Some of the subject 
catalogues produced after the compilation of the General Index 
will also contain a more accurate list of titles, as the Ḥasanīyah’s 
research staff have continued the painstaking work of trying to 
identify manuscripts known only by such titles as “various 
writings” or “work of fiqh” in the Index. 

 
With staff assistance, it may be possible to perform a keyword or 

author search on a Word version of the General Index in the 
Ḥasanīyah reading room. 
Three new volumes in the library’s catalogue series have been 

published, covering the life of Muḥammad, Sufism, and theology: 
 

11. Binbīn, Aḥmad Shawqī, ed. Fihris makhṭūṭāt al-taṣawwuf. 2 
vols. Marrakesh: Al-Maṭbaʿah wa-al-Wirāqah al-Waṭanīyah, 
2010. These two volumes were produced by Muḥammad Saʿīd 
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Ḥinshī, ʿAbd al-ʿĀlī Lamdabir, ʿAbd al-Majīd Būkārī, and 
Khālid Zahrī under Binbīn’s supervision, but their names do not 
appear on the cover or title page. While waʿẓ (moral exhortation, 
preaching), dhikr (remembrance), and taṣawwuf (Sufism) had 
been treated separately in the library’s card catalogues, here they 
are brought together under the broad rubric of taṣawwuf, which 
Binbīn describes as including sulūk (progression along the Sufi 
path), ādāb al-shuyūkh wa-al-murīdīn (conduct of masters and 
disciples), and discussions of particular spiritual issues. Covering 
approximately 667 unique titles, these volumes are the first two 
of a projected six total volumes that will be devoted to Sufism 
once the remainder of the collection is catalogued. Entries are 
arranged alphabetically by title, with a longer entry for the first 
instance of a work, which includes author details and the first 
and last lines of the manuscript. Subsequent entries for each 
copy of the same work are shorter but contain the superior level 
of detail typical of this catalogue series. Precise page numbers 
are given for works contained in “groups.” Manuscripts are not 
assigned catalogue entry numbers; only the shelf numbers of the 
physical manuscript volumes are given. Volume 1 (467 pp.) runs 
from Ādāb al-murīd al-ṣāḍiq to al-Zahr al-fāʾiḥ, while volume 2 
(pp. 473–1053) runs from Sīrāj al-muhtadīn to al-Waẓīfah al-

Zarrūqīyah. Title, author, and copyist indices for both volumes 
appear at the end of the second volume. 

 
12. Ḥinshī, Muḥammad Saʿīd, and ʿAbd al-ʿĀlī Lamdabir. Fihris al-

kutub al-makhṭūṭah fī al-sīrah al-nabawīyah al-maḥfūẓah bi-al-

Khizānah al-Ḥasanīyah. Reviewed by Aḥmad Shawqī Binbīn. 
Rabat: Dār Abī Raqrāq, 2010. 457 pp. This catalogue includes 
nearly 900 entries for approximately 140 unique titles treating 
aspects of Muḥammad’s life and prophethood, including his 
birth, death, virtues, ascension, and family. The library holds an 
extraordinary number of manuscripts for some titles, including 
265 copies of al-Shifāʾ fī al-taʿrīf bi-ḥuqūq al-Muṣṭafá (“The 
Healing”), Qāḍī ʿIyāḍ’s famous twelfth-century work on the life 
and virtues of Muḥammad. Entries follow the same pattern as the 
Sufism catalogue. The volume concludes with title, author, and 
copyist indices, and a reference bibliography. 
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13. Zahrī, Khālid, and ʿAbd al-Majīd Būkārī. Fihris al-kutub al-

makhṭūṭah fī al-ʿAqīdah al-Ashʿarīyah. Reviewed by Aḥmad 
Shawqī Binbīn. 2 vols. Rabat: Dār Abī Raqrāq, 2011. Vol 1: 501 
pp., from Abīyāt fī al-tawḥīd to Suʾāl wa-jawāb; Vol 2: 503–
1130, Shajarat al-yaqīn to al-Yawāqīt wa-al-jawāhīr. Over 1300 
entries, covering approximately 521 unique titles, follow the 
same format for the sīrah and taṣawwuf catalogues. Although the 
title suggests an exclusive focus on the Ashʿarī creed, other 
theological works are included. In their introduction, the authors 
lament the lack of scholarship on Ashʿarī thought in the 
Maghrib, note that most Maghribī theological writings remain 
unpublished, and express hope that this catalogue will help 
researchers explore the original and innovative Maghribī 
contributions to this field. They note that some titles may come 
to light only through this catalogue, as they are not all listed in 
the library’s General Index, discussed above. The introduction 
also lists six types of rare manuscripts described in these 
volumes, with examples, and notes that a few manuscripts that 
also appeared in the taṣawwuf volumes are cross-listed here with 
corrections. The second volume includes author, title, and 
copyist indices for both volumes, and a bibliography of reference 
works. 

 
All catalogues are in Arabic only. At present they are not for sale 

and are not widely available in international libraries. Researchers 
who obtain free copies from the Ḥasanīyah Library are encouraged 
to donate them to their home institutions. 

Subject catalogues for Ḥadīth and Fiqh (law) are still in progress. 
 
Viewing and Reproduction  
The Ḥasanīyah is in the process of digitizing its entire manuscript 
holdings and has moved to digital viewing of texts rather than 
allowing access to original manuscripts. It is thus no longer 
necessary to place requests according to a fixed schedule, as original 
manuscripts do not need to be shuttled from the actual palace library 
to the reading room. If a requested manuscript has not yet been 
digitized, however, it can take a week to a month to be digitized on 
demand.  
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Requests for reproduction must be directed to the director, 
Ahmed Chouqui Binebine,

3
 preferably in person. The reading room 

staff will arrange an appointment upon request, and it can be 
beneficial to introduce yourself at the outset of a research project. 
The Ḥasanīyah now provides high quality reproductions on compact 
disks. 
 

The ʿAllāl al-Fāsī Institute, Rabat 

 

While the Guide noted that this library contains all of the printed and 
handwritten works of Muḥammad ʿAllāl al-Fāsī (1907–1974), recent 
researchers have not been allowed access to these materials. 
 

The Ṣbīḥī Library, Salé 

 
The Ṣbīḥī now has a website under development 
(www.bibliothequesbihi.ma) that was accessible only intermittently 
at the time of writing. Phone: (212) 05.37.88.53.24 or 8.08.32.01.44. 
Email: bibliothequesbihi@gmail.com. The library is no longer closed 
on Mondays. 
 

Other Rabat Resources 

 

While a review of Moroccan archives remains outside the scope of 
this guide to manuscript libraries, it is worth noting the inauguration 
of the Moroccan National Archives (Archives du Maroc, Arshīf al-
Maghrib) in June 2013, at 5 Avenue Ibn Battouta in the Agdal 
district of Rabat. The Archives may be contacted by phone (212 
05.37.77.66.85) or email (archivemaroc@minculture.gov.ma) and 
the posted opening hours are 8:30 AM–4:30 PM. The current 
director is Jamaâ Baida (Jāmiʿ Bayḍā). The National Archives core 
collection has been transferred from the National Library’s former 
colonial archives and focuses on the twentieth century, especially the 
Protectorate era. The Royal Archives, or Mūdirīyat al-Wathāʾiq al-
Malakīyah, remain distinct and are located in the Ḥasan district of 
Rabat at the corner of Rue de Tunis and Avenue de la Tour Ḥasan. 

                                                 
3
 Here we have given Dr. Binebine's name as he spells it in French and 

English. Elsewhere, we have transliterated this and other names from the 
Arabic versions as they appear in the resources described below. 
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The Mudīrīyah, founded in 1975, is administered by the royal palace 
(as is the Ḥasanīyah Library) and focuses on the pre-Protectorate era. 
Since 1976, the Mūdirīyah has published al-Wathāʾiq, periodic 
compilations of documents featuring reproductions of the originals 
alongside Arabic editions of Arabic documents or Arabic translations 
of foreign-language documents. 

In her invaluable 2001 Orientation Manual for Fulbright 
grantees, Stacy Holden lists four additional resources worth 
mentioning here: (1) Centre Jacques Berque pour les Études en 
Sciences Humaines et Sociales au Maroc (www.cjb.ma), a library 
and research center located at 35 Avenue Tariq Ibn Ziad in Rabat; 
(2) Centre Cinématographique Marocain (www.ccm.ma), home to an 
archive of films made in and about Morocco since 1947, located in 
the Quartier Industriel of Rabat on Avenue El Majd; (3) Centre 
National de Documentation (www.hcp.ma), a government center that 
collects documentation on social and economic development in 
Morocco, located on Avenue Al Haj Ahmed Cherkaoui in Agdal’s 
Quartier des Ministères; (4) Agence Nationale de la Conservation 
Foncière du Cadastre et de la Cartographie (www.acfcc.gov.ma), a 
government agency concerned with property law, land registry, 
mapping, and urbanism. The website offers a number of 
downloadable resources and the Agency maintains a library at 55 
Avenue Moulay Youssef in Rabat and a map room near Kilometer 4 
on Avenue Hassan II, Rabat, along with a regional office in Fez. 
The Dār al-Ḥadīth Ḥasanīyah (www.edhh.org, Établissement 

Dar El Hadith El Hassania), an institution of higher education 
focused on Islamic studies and overseen by the Ministry of Islamic 
Affairs, moved in 2010 to 456 Ave Annakhil, close to Ave Azzitoun 
in the Hay Riad district of Rabat. In addition to a state-of-the-art 
auditorium, classrooms, and mosque, this new complex contains a 
library as well as a room in which to peruse theses written by 
master’s and doctoral students. The library and thesis room are 
accessible to the public Monday through Saturday (aside from the 
August closure), although only students and faculty of the institution 
may check out materials. Islamic sciences dominate the library’s 
more than 33,000 volumes. 

 



HENDRICKSON AND ADIL: Libraries Developments 

 

11 

The Ibn Sūda Library, Fez 

 
This private library in Fez had closed at the time of writing. 
 

The Library of the Great Mosque of Meknes 
Khizānat al-Jāmiʿ al-Kabīr bi-Miknās 

 
An updated second edition of the Ministry of Culture’s manuscript 
catalogue for this library has not yet been produced, nor has the 
library acquired facilities for reproduction of manuscripts. One 
researcher reported borrowing a microfilm to be reproduced in Fez 
and returned. 
 

The King ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz Āl Saʿūd Foundation, Casablanca 
Muʾassasat al-Malik ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz Āl Saʿūd lil-Dirāsāt al-Islāmīyah 

wa-al-ʿUlūm al-Insānīyah 
Fondation du Roi Abdul Aziz Al Saoud pour les Études Islamiques et 

les Sciences Humaines 

 
Many of the Foundation’s manuscripts have now been digitized and 
made available through the “Digital Library” section of its website. 
To navigate to the digitized manuscripts, visit the library’s main page 
(www.fondation.org.ma), click on “al-maktabāt al-raqmīyah,” 
choose “al-majmūʿāt al-raqmīyah,” and finally “makhṭūṭāt al-
muʾassasah.” Alternatively, choose “majmūʿāt al-makhṭūṭāt wa-al-

ḥajarīyāt” from the main page, click again on the title of the new 
page, and then choose “makhṭūṭāt al-muʾassasah.” From this page it 
is possible to perform a keyword search or to click on a number of 
tabs to browse titles, authors, copyists, or date of copying. The web 
versions of the manuscripts are not high resolution but may be 
downloaded as pdf documents. 

While the online catalogue for the Foundation includes 
dissertations defended in Morocco and beyond on topics related to 
North Africa, be aware that copies of these dissertation are not 
actually held by the library. They are included in the database only to 
inform researchers of their existence. 
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The Ibn Yūsuf Library, Marrakesh 
Khizānat Ibn Yūsuf bi-Marrākush 

La Bibliothèque Ibn Yūsuf 

 
The Ibn Yūsuf Library’s manuscripts are held at the Ministry of 
Culture (Dar al-Thaqāfah) complex in Marrakesh, easily accessible 
by taxi from the train station or city center. Of the complex’s two 
main entrances, only the one on Avenue Abū ʿUbaydah will lead to 
the library. The current director is Maryam al-Ḥamīdī, who will 
consider manuscript requests submitted as part of a formal letter 
outlining the researcher’s affiliation and research project. Allow 
several days to receive paper copies of requested manuscripts. The 
library may be reached by phone at (212) 05.24.30.14.12. 
 

Catalogues for Other Moroccan Libraries 

 
This section describes catalogues that have been published recently 
or are in production for libraries the authors were unable to visit. 
 

The University of Muḥammad V, Rabat 

 
The Faculty of Letters and Humanities at the University of 
Muḥammad V, located in Agdal, has published a one-volume 
catalogue of its library’s manuscript holdings: 
 

Al-Murābiṭī, Saʿīd. Fihris makhṭūṭāṭ maktabat Kullīyat al-Ādāb 

wa-al-ʿUlūm al-Insānīyah bi-Ribāṭ. Rabat: Kullīyat al-Ādāb wa-
al-ʿUlūm al-Insānīyah bi-Ribāṭ, 2011. 535 pp. This catalogue 
corrects and expands previous versions of the library’s 
manuscript catalogue, including a series of articles published in 
by Halima Ferhat in the early 1980s and a typewritten list 
available in the library. In his introduction, library director ʿAbd 
al-Ḥafīẓ al-Ṭabāylī estimates that the catalogue describes 395 
manuscript volumes (or multi-volume works), of which 91 are 
“groups” containing multiple texts. Entries are numbered 
sequentially from 1–701, with a numbered entry for each title 
within a “group,” as well as for each copy of titles for which the 
library holds multiple copies. The titles are organized into 44 
subject areas and arranged in chronological order by the author’s 
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death date. The library’s holdings, all acquired between 1960 
and 2000, are strongest in the religious sciences (Qurʾān, 
exegesis, Ḥadīth, the life of Muḥammad, law, and theology). The 
catalogue offers a high level of detail for each entry and 
concludes with author, title, and copyist indices, a bibliography 
of reference works, and a table of contents. This volume is 
available in bookstores and international libraries. 

 
The University no longer publishes periodic volumes listing 

recent dissertations. 
 

Bibliothèque Universitaire Mohamed Sekkat 

The University of Hassan II, Casablanca 
 
The Bibliothèque Universitaire Mohamed Sekkat (al-Maktabah al-
Jāmiʿīyah Muḥammad al-Saqqāṭ, www.bums.univcasa.ma, 212 
06.45.09.97.31) at the University of Hassan II in Casablanca was 
established through the Fondation Mohamed Sekkat’s donation of 
over 550 Arabic manuscripts, 600 rare books and lithographs, and 
financing for the library’s construction. The library, located at Km. 7 
Route El Jadida in the Oasis district of Casablanca, was open Sun–
Fri 9:00 AM–7:00 PM and Sat 9:00AM–1:00 PM at the time of 
writing (according to the website). The library’s general catalogue 
(http://opac.uh2c.ac.ma) provides a link (“Catalogue des 
manuscrits”) to an online database of its Arabic manuscripts. 
Those interested in learning more about the library’s manuscript 

collections may contact the library director, Sanaa Doukkali 
(doukkali@univcasa.ma). Dr. Khalid Benajiba, Director of the 
Center for Doctoral Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences, 
has taken a leading role in the organization of the Arabic manuscripts 
at the library and is also willing to assist researchers in working with 
the library’s manuscripts.  

 

The Awqāf Libraries 

 
As noted in the original Guide, in 2001 the Ministry of Islamic 
Affairs published a two-volume list (Dalīl makhṭūṭāt al-khizānāt al-
ḥubusīyah) of the manuscript holdings for 13 repositories overseen 
by the Ministry. Highly detailed, updated catalogues have been 
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produced recently for two of these collections, the Ḥamzāwīyah 
Zāwiyah and the Great Mosque of Wazzān. 
 
The Ḥamzāwīyah Zāwiyah:  
The Ḥamzāwīyah zāwiyah (also spelled Ḥamzīyah) was founded in 
the seventeenth century by Muḥammad b. Abū Bakr al-ʿAyyāshī (d. 
1067/1656–7) and gained prominence under the leadership of his 
grandson Ḥamzah (d. 1130/1717–8). The library, located near Midelt 
in the Rāshīdīyah region of the Middle Atlas, consists largely of 
manuscripts donated as charitable endowments by the zāwiyah’s 
founder, his brother, and his descendants. 

Laḥmar, Ḥamīd, ed. Al-Fihris al-waṣfī li-makhṭūṭāt khizānat al-

Zāwiyah al-Ḥamzīyah al-ʿAyyāshīyah bi-iqlīm al-Rāshīdīyah. 4 
vols. Rabat: Wizārat al-Awqāf wa-al-Shuʾūn al-Islāmīyah, 2009. 
1327 pp. Whereas the Ministry’s 2001 Dalīl includes 1540 basic 
entries for the Ḥamzāwīyah, this catalogue includes 1911 entries 
with a high level of detail. The additional entries are largely the 
result of the efforts of Laḥmar, Ibrāhīm Azūgh, and ʿAbd al-
ʿAzīz al-Yaʿqūbī to identify the individual manuscripts 
contained within “groups” of texts. Unlike the other catalogues 
discussed here, sequential catalogue entry numbers are given to 
each volume of multi-volume works as well as to each text 
within a “group” and to each copy of works for which the library 
holds multiple copies. Entries are organized by subject area, but 
are not arranged alphabetically or by the author’s death date 
within subject groups. Multiple copies of the same text do not 
appear together, may not refer to each other, and may not even 
include the same information regarding publication, copies at 
other libraries, or bibliographical references (see, for example, 
pp. 319 and 497). The author and title indices included in Vol. 4 
are thus especially important aids to using this catalogue. Vol.1 
(to p. 283): Historical essay by Muḥammad al-Manūnī,

4
 images 

of notable manuscripts, Qurʾān and related sciences (including 
entries 1909–1911), Ḥadīth and related sciences; Vol. 2 (to p. 
547): Islamic law (fiqh and usūl al-fiqh); Vol. 3 (to p. 927): 

                                                 
4
 This reprinted essay, “Maktabat al-Zāwiyah al-Ḥamzīyah: Ṣafḥah min 
tārīkhihā,” first appeared in Tiṭwān (Volume 8, 1963, pp. 97–117) and in al-

Manūnī, Qabas min ʿaṭāʾ al-makhṭūṭ al-Maghribī, 4 vols. in 3 (Beirut: Dār 
al-Gharb al-Islāmī, 1999), 1:365–454.  
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Arabic and related sciences, theology and creed, logic; Vol. 4 (to 
p. 1327): Sufism and related fields, history and geography, 
biography, astronomy, math, medicine, various topics, and 
indices (reference works, titles, and a table of contents). 

 
The Great Mosque of Wazzān: 

 
Al-Ṭanjī, Badr al-ʿUmrānī, and Muḥammad Saʿīd al-Ghāzī. Al-
Fihris al-waṣfī li-makhṭūṭāt khizānat al-masjid al-Aʿẓam bi-

Wazzān. Reviewed by ʿAbd al-Laṭīf al-Jīlānī. 3 vols. [Rabat]: 
Al-Mamlakah al-Maghribīyah, Wizārat al-Awqāf wa-al-Shuʾūn 
al-Islāmīyah, 2008. 922 pp. A basic list of 1539 titles held by 
this library appeared in the first volume of the Ministry’s 2001 
Dalīl, as the Mosque of Mawlāy ʿAbd Allāh Sharīf in Wazzān. 
This expanded catalogue includes 1651 entries, with a separate 
entry number for each copy of a title held by the library. 
Manuscripts are organized by subject areas as follows: Vol. 1 
(278 pages): copies of the Qurʾān, Qurʾānic sciences, Exegesis 
(tafsīr), Ḥadīth, and the life of Muḥammad (sīrah); Vol. 2 (to p. 
577): Islamic law (fiqh and uṣūl al-fiqh), theology, Sufism, 
ethics, virtues, exhortations, and prayers; Vol. 3 (to p. 922): 
linguistics, literature, history, biography, travel, astronomy, 
math, astrology, and medicine. Within subject areas, manuscripts 
are ordered chronologically by the author’s death date. A high 
level of detail is given for each entry. The first volume includes 
photographs of the mosque, the library, and pages from ten 
notable manuscripts, as well as an historical introduction by 
Jīlānī. The third volume includes a list of printed and lithograph 
books in the collection, a reference bibliography, and indices by 
title, author, and copyist. Many of the manuscripts were texts 
studied in the zāwiyah established by Mawlāy ʿAbd Allāh b. 
Ibrāhīm al-Sharīf in Wazzān (Fr. Ouezzane), a small town in 
northwestern Morocco, around 1649 CE. The library was moved 
to its current location inside Wazzān’s Great Mosque in 1949. 
This catalogue is available in bookstores and international 
libraries. 
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The Library of the Nāṣirīyah Zāwiyah of Tamgrout 

 
At the time of writing, Dr. Ḥamīd Laḥmar of the Sidi Ben Abdullah 
University in Fez was coordinating efforts to complete a seven-
volume, 4700-entry catalogue of the Nāṣirīyah Zāwiyah’s manuscript 
holdings. This new catalogue, to be published by the Ministry of 
Islamic Affairs, updates and enhances Muḥammad al-Manūnī’s one-
volume catalogue published by the same Ministry in 1985. 
 

Additional Resources 

 
Binbīn, Aḥmad Shawqī, and Muṣṭafá al-Ṭūbī. Muṣṭalaḥāt al-

kitāb al-ʿArabī al-makhṭūṭ: Muʿjam Kūdīkūlūjī. 4
th
 ed. Rabat: Al-

Khizānah al-Ḥasanīyah, 2011. 495 pp. A dictionary of 
codicological terms in French and Arabic. The book may be 
requested at the Ḥasanīyah. 
 
Krätli, Graziano, and Ghislaine Lydon. The Trans-Saharan Book 
Trade: Manuscript Culture, Arabic Literacy and Intellectual 
History in Muslim Africa. Leiden: Brill, 2010. Includes chapters 
on manuscript digitization in Morocco (by Said Ennahid, pp. 
265–89) and manuscript conservation in Algeria (by Judith 
Scheele, pp. 291–318). 

 

Arabic Bookstores 

 

This non-exhaustive list of Arabic bookstores in Morocco includes 
those stores the authors have found most helpful for their own 
research, including the research conducted for this article. Many of 
these bookstores carry the catalogues reviewed here (where 
applicable) and the biographical dictionaries and other reference 
works most frequently cited in these catalogues. Visiting bookstores 
is also the surest way to determine if an edition has been published of 
a work previously available only in manuscript. Most bookstores are 
open from 9:00 AM to noon and from 3:00 PM to at least 6:00 PM. 
 



HENDRICKSON AND ADIL: Libraries Developments 

 

17 

Rabat 

 

1. Dār al-Amān, 4 Rue al-Mamounia, (212) 037.72.32.76, 
darelamane@menara.ma 
Near the Ministry of Justice in central Rabat. Best overall Arabic 
bookstore in Rabat.  

2. Maktabat al-Alfīyah al-Thālithah (Librairie le 3ème millénaire), 
285 Bd. Muhammad V, (212) 05.37.26.32.38, www.lib3m.com. 
Near Hotel Balima, toward the Rabat Ville train station. Large 
selection of both Arabic and foreign-language books. Accepts 
credit cards.  

3. Maktabat ʿĀlam al-Fikr, 3 Avenue Allal Ben Abdullah, (212) 
05.37.72.55.99. In central Rabat near Avenue Hassan II, on a 
street parallel to Avenue Muhammad V. Great for out-of-print 
and rare books, open late. 

4. Maktabat al-Ṭālib, 207 Avenue Muhammad V, in the Rabat 
Medina, (212) 037.72.61.29. Great for biographical dictionaries 
and older books and journals. 

5. Librairie Al Maarif (www.groupeelmaarif.com), at the 
intersection of Rue Bab Challah and Rue Souweika, facing the 
Grande Mosque. (212) 037.73.07.01 or 037.72.65.21. 

6. Librairie Dakhair Al Maghreb, 78 Rue Loubnane, close to Bāb 
al-Ḥad. Buys and sells Arabic books, great source for rare and 
out-of-press publications on Moroccan history. 

7. Bouquiniste Chella (bouquinistechella@gmail.com, see map and 
phone number on Facebook page), 34 Avenue Chella, across 
from Lycée Hassan II. French and Arabic books. 

8. Maktabat al-Awqāf, 6 Rue Beirut, Place Mamounia, (212) 
06.64.60.21.38. Central Rabat, near the Ministry of Justice. 
Hours are more limited than the other bookstores. The Ministry 
of Islamic Affairs maintains bookstores devoted to its 
publications in most major Moroccan cities (search “maktabāt 
al-awqāf” at www.habous.net for a list). Inventory varies, so it 
can be worth calling or visiting multiple branches. Ministry 
publications can also be found in general bookstores. 

9. Maktabat Kullīyat al-Ādāb wa-al-ʿUlūm al-Insānīyah (Faculté 
des Lettres et des Sciences Humaines), University of 
Muhammad V. This bookstore sells the publications of the 
Faculty of Letters and Humanities, also available in general 
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bookstores. Enter the University on Avenue Ibn Battouta, toward 
Bab Rouah from the National Archives. The bookstore is in an 
unmarked building in the main courtyard. 

10. The University of Muhammad V’s Institute of African Studies 
(Maʿhad al-Dirāsāt al-Ifrīqīyah, Institut des Études Africaines) 
also sells its publications through general bookstores and through 
a small library at the university’s Souissi branch on Avenue Allal 
al-Fassi in Madinat al-Irfane. A list of publications can be found 
on Institute’s website (iea.um5s.ac.ma). 

11. Al-Rābiṭah al-Muḥammadīyah lil-ʿUlamāʾ (The Muhammadian 
League of Scholars, www.arrabita.ma) has launched a journal 
(Mirʾāt al-Turāth) and several book series focused on the Islamic 
sciences, biographies, and travel literature, as well as academic 
conference proceedings and lectures (see www.almarkaz.ma for 
details). Many of these publications are available at the Rābiṭah’s 
Rabat branch, located on Avenue Laalou across from the Casbah 
of the Oudayas, as well as in general bookstores. 

 

Casablanca 

 
1. Dar Attakafa, 32-34 Bd. Victor Hugo, in the Habous district, 

(212) 05.22.30.76.44. This two-story bookstore carries the 
largest selection of Arabic books in Casablanca as well as French 
books.  

2. Many smaller bookstores are located nearby in the same district, 
including the Casablanca branch of the Ministry of Islamic 
Affairs’ Maktabat al-Awqāf, at 19 Rue al-Faqih al-Jay.  

3. Maktabat al-Fikr al-ʿArabī, Bd. La Concorde, Bahira Jadida, No. 
17. Buys, sells, and trades Arabic, French, and English books. 
Great source for rare and out-of-print Arabic books on Moroccan 
history. 
 

Fez 

 
1. Maktabat al-Turāth, Fez medina, (212) 06.61.64.51.24. This 

bookstore, run by Muhammad Bennani, has moved twice in the 
past few years and at the time of writing was located in a 
courtyard on the northwest side of the Qarawīyīn. Ask for 
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directions to “maktabat Sī Bennānī” near the al-Attarine 
madrasah or Place Seffarine.  

2. Librairie Dar al Bahit (Maktabat Dār al-Bāḥith), 20 Bd. Moulay 
Youssef, Fez Ville Nouvelle, off Place Lafayette.  

3. Librairie Populaire (al-Maktabah al-Shaʿbīyah), 26 Rue 16 
Novembre, Fez Ville Nouvelle, www.kotoub.com. 
 

Marrakesh 

 
Al-Maktabah al-ʿIlmīyah al-Kubrá, also known as “al-Maktabah 
al-Qādirīyah,” 42 Rue des Banques (al-Abnāk) in the Kennaria 
district of the Marrakesh medina, close to Café de France, (212) 
05.24.44.34.77. Excellent bookstore with a large selection of 
Arabic publications, specializing in history, Sufism, and other 
religious sciences. 

 

Online  

 

Ketabook (www.ketabook.com) maintains useful lists of new 
publications as well as essential resources within particular 
subject areas. 

 
 
 
 


